[Central nervous system metastasis from lingual carcinoma: report of a case].
A rare case of lingual carcinoma which metastasized to the brain is reported. A 66-year-old man was referred to our department on April 23, 1991, with complaints of memory disturbance and mild left motor weakness of one month's duration. The patient had been discharged from the Department of Otolaryngology of our hospital 9 months before, after undergoing radical neck dissection and chemotherapy (THP, CDDP, PEP) for his lingual cancer with metastases to the cervical lymph nodes and the lung. On admission to our department, the patient complained of mild frontalgia. Neurological examination showed memory disturbance, change of character, mild left hemiparesis and urinary incontinence. Computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) revealed a well circumscribed mass in the right frontal lobe associated with midline shift toward the left. Systemic Gallium-67 scintigraphy demonstrated an abnormal uptake in the right frontal region, but no abnormal uptake was seen in the neck and the lung. The most likely diagnosis was thought to be metastasis of lingual cancer. The patient underwent tumor removal 10 days after admission. A histological examination of the tumor specimen revealed metastatic anaplastic cell carcinoma, indicating a metastasis from lingual carcinoma. After postoperative radiotherapy (total 60 Gy), the patient was discharged without neurological deficit. Central nervous system metastasis from lingual carcinoma is quite rare. To the best of our knowledge, only two such cases have been reported. We report another rare case of solitary brain metastasis from lingual carcinoma and review the pertinent medical literature.